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Bhutto, who had served as foreign minister from 1966 to 1969, then carried the party
to the seven-seat victory in 1970. And then, a series of events took place that would
undermine his credibility and lead to his downfall. The assassination of Z.A.B Bhutto

in 1979 would allow the PPP to see the country out of its problems of over-
centralisation and neglect. It would also see the PPP strengthened in its electoral base
— with the politicians and grass-roots activists first elected under the PPP's leadership

selecting the new leaders that would carry on after Bhutto's death. The 1970s also
brought new players to Pakistani politics — such as Ziaul Haq, Benazir Bhutto, Nawaz
Sharif and, most recently, Imran Khan. All were to launch their political careers in the

1970s and the 1980s, by 1980, Zia was the dominant figure among them. The PPP
built on its 1970 victory, emerging as a dominant force in Pakistani politics in the

1980s. The party, in alliance with the left, formed the coalition government with the
backing of the army in 1977, its leadership shifting from Bhutto to the less

charismatic but more experienced and popular Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. While the Bhutto-
led PPP would come to dominate Pakistani politics over the last four decades, there

were two other parties in this period, one that would provide opposition to the Bhutto-
led PPP (the Pakistan National Alliance), the other to be called Pakistan Muslim

League (Q). One would develop a reputation as a semi-secular, revolutionary force
that would carry the country into chaos and civil war, while the other would fail to

develop beyond its origins as the original regional party of West Pakistan. Moreover,
the PPP and its attendant Pakistan Peoples Party would eventually turn militant,

becoming a force of regional domination and, in this context, the real opposition to
India.
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Lacking a leader of such overpowering stature, Bhutto never personally carried out
the task of implementing his program of national development. That task was left to
his daughter Benazir, who, as the nations first female Chief Minister, appeared to be

the ideal antidote to the militarys rising self-confidence and growing role in the
political arena. Inevitably, however, the military did not accept Bhuttos change in

leadership as a mere change of ambassador from fathers daughter, and a desperate
policy of appeasement of the militarys expectations only led to the tragic

assassination of the Peoples Benazir Bhutto. Bennett-Jones devotes two chapters to
the Bhuttos long reign from 1971 until his death on 27th November 1979. The whole
of this period appears to have been one of difficulty for the Bhutto family. Bhutto was

the first Prime Minister to complete his five-year term, which was extremely
precarious because the military ensured that no alternative candidate could be found

for the position. As Bennett-Jones notes, the militarys opposition to Bhutto was not
because he was a rival or a detractor of their rights and privileges, but because

Bhutto threatened their dominion over the bureaucracy. Bhutto had been decisive
and carried out his program of national development. The militarys goal was to
reverse the advances Bhutto had made (72, 73). The second half of the book

concentrates on the years between Bhuttos death and the election of General Zia-ul-
Haq as president in July 1977. Here, Bennett-Jones details the increasing militarys
control over the state machinery, spending on the Pakistan Peoples Army, and the

periodic military coups that eventually culminated in Zia assuming supreme power in
August 1977 (107-113). The militarys desire to control not only the civilian

government, but the principal economic institutions of the country was a significant
reason for Zulfikars death, as the military perceived that the economy was being run
by its rivals, the Bhuttos. Of course, the larger target was Indian Prime Minister Indira

Gandhi. Particularly after the assassination of an opposition leader Shri Mulayam
Singh Yadav in May 1980, the militarys belief that their ambitions for a Pakistan with

which it shares historic enmity with India had the potential for setting in motion a
vicious cycle of tit-for-tat terrorism against the sub-continent gripped them ever more

tightly. The evil genius was the militarys press secretary, who, eventually, became
India's principal political-military strategist, especially after Indiras assassination in
1984. As Bennett-Jones notes, the militarys plan for removing Bhutto, his party, and

Zulfikars wife was a masterstroke (133). After Bhuttos death, Zia-ul-Haq, who
managed to win an election to the Presidency in November 1977, proceeded to

handpick some of the most contentious veterans of the 1971 war (7-8), while leaving
other more amenable people in important cabinet posts. The choice of ministers was
often very political, designed to give a degree of legitimacy to Zia-s rule, and even

after Zia-s assassination in 1981, the leading politicians managed to reach
agreements to prevent the militarys program of consolidation from going too far.
Bennett-Jones further notes that the perceived US desire to avoid the militarys

growing influence also led to this rather curious development (140). The military
supported the introduction of anti-terrorism legislation with, possibly, the requisite

intent of countering Bhuttos anti-military actions. 5ec8ef588b
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