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: Friday, May 03, 2004 I remember a time, back in the 80s, when it seemed that Superman was some sort of mentor. He wasn't a slouch, he was doing a lot of good deeds and generally not being an asshole, but he was an example. This, of course, was a lot more difficult when he was embodied by a cartoon character, or at least was depicted by a
character who had no more awareness of the larger world than a child. At that time, Superman was more or less on his own. He never made a big deal of being this good guy hero, and he never really had much to do. He was generally a curiosity, a very strong, very fast, very well-trained guy with a very vivid imagination. And, of course, he had a

cool-sounding alter ego. He was a descendant of Krypton, born of a doomed planet far away, and was raised on Earth. His father was a brilliant scientist, and his mother was someone who only Clark Kent could love. As a result, Clark Kent was a scientist, too, and like his father, he loved the sciences, was brilliant at them, and learned all about the
Earth and the history of mankind. Clark Kent was a very ordinary man, but he was given a great gift - Superman. Superman's powers were incredible, and he was a super-human, but the rest of him was pretty much like every other guy. He was an intelligent person, got along with people, was observant, helpful, and an above-average athlete. As an
adult, he moved back to Metropolis, and for a time, was a reporter for the Metropolis Daily Planet. This was a little tough on him because he found that he couldn't do his science writing, or report the news, with the same gusto as he used to. He still was a smart guy, though. When I was in grade school, he was just a funny-looking guy who flew
around and had a cool-sounding name. I learned a lot from him. Superman was a hero, and I learned that heroes aren't like us - they didn't know what I was going through, they didn't have to deal with me. They dealt with problems that were far worse than anything I had to deal with. They couldn't breathe underwater, didn't need to eat more than
once a day, couldn't die from a head injury, and could never lose a fight. They were just people, too, and they got to be like them, and have some of the powers that we have. This was something I really needed. I really needed to know that I wasn't alone. I needed to see that there was someone else out there who had a life similar to my own, and

could handle my problems. Superman taught me this, and I will always be grateful to him for that. Superman Returns (the movie) was
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