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Movie..There’s no doubt that a Viking

expedition to North America was made.
Now archaeologists are presenting a theory
for how it happened, and they’re working

to create a more accurate map of the
voyage. When the Vikings returned from
their last journey, the world had changed
in ways that no one could have imagined.
The Norse discovered a new world, a land

of forests and rivers and mighty
mountains. They settled across much of

North America and established
communities there. In the end, they settled
in Vinland, a region near the coast of what
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is now Newfoundland. Here, they
discovered a series of fortifications,
including the spectacularly preserved

Viking “Long nosed house.” The complex
is incredibly well-designed, with round-

topped posts and interior chambers linked
by long hallways. The Vikings left written
records and stories about their travels, the
one incident that gives us most of what we

know about their last trip. They charted
the location of Vinland on a map they

called the Pseudo-Ravens map. The map
showed Lake Michigan as Vinland, and
the RAVEN—an oar that looked like a
raven—was a figure used on the map.
Based on the story of the raven, the
Vikings believed that the location

indicated was the homeland of a tribe
called the Raven Folk, whom they

encountered there. In the first volume of
the book Vikings in the Land of the
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Raven, archaeologist Sara E. Hildmann
and archaeologist Finnur Magnússon
reasoned that the map was meant to
represent a voyage to Vinland, and

concluded that the Vikings must have
made the journey to Vinland. The book’s

second volume, published in 2012,
explains why the voyage was a possibility
in the first place. Based on findings from
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